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            He was in misery; he was paying for last
night's debauch. The elemental woman was always close to the cat: as the
elemental man was always but a point removed from the wolf. Just because she was sorry for that young fool! "Uh-huh," he repeated, rising and
bowing as he passed Ruth's table. It presented itself in
the likeness of a great, gray, dull world—a brutal, superstitious, confused, and
wrong-headed world, that hurt people and limited people unaccountably. She did not have the power
of men. “Look at our affair,” he went on, looking up at her. ‘Pardon, mademoiselle, but perhaps your father went to England, after all, and
—’

‘My father went to Italy,’ interrupted Melusine, her heart tightening with the
familiar sensation of loss. And you promised to tell me. The first Step towards the Ladder.
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