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            "I can do without it," muttered Jack. ’ His head came thrusting out at Melusine like a belligerent tortoise from
its shell. The Wastrel,
his eyes full of humorous evil, stood inside the room. “Just come to that seat now you are here, Miss Stanley, and look down the
other path; there’s a vista of just the common sort. Moving swiftly to the end of the corridor, he pushed
open a door at random and entered a large room, which looked to have been a
saloon, judging from the faded gilt and crimson wall-paper, a mirror above the
fireplace which was surrounded by an ornate gilded frame, now sadly tarnished,
and a worn Chippendale sofa with striped upholstery and tasselled cushions. She had carried a chair into the room veranda and had watched and listened until
the night silences had lengthened and only occasionally she heard a voice or the
rattle of rickshaw wheels in the courtyard. He
turned to Ruth and McClintock. More than this, it would serve to mitigate her own abysmal loneliness to
pool it temporarily with his. " This placard was adorned
with a rude wood-cut, representing the unhappy malefactor at the place of
execution. “If I had three hands,” she said, with a faint smile, “I would give one to each of
you.
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